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Perpartum Depression Screening Update 
The Colorado Hospital Transformation Program (HTP) includes a measure around screening for 
anxiety and depression during pregnancy or the postpartum period (60 days). This new workflow will 
eliminate the need for Colorado nurses to add a separate depression screening assessment to 
increase performance for this measure.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently pregnant has two 
responses: 
 
• Yes 
• No 
 
If ‘No’ is selected, the user will be 
directed to Pregnant within last 
60 days. 
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If Currently pregnant is answered 
‘Yes’, the nurse is directed to the 
Currently Pregnant screen. 

 

The nurse is then directed to the 
Peripartum Depression Screen. 
 
The Assess for depression field 
has the following responses: 
 
• Yes 
• Unable to assess 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
outlines guidance for the nurses: 
 
All pregnant or recently pregnant 
patients must be screened for 
depression. 
 
If ‘Yes’ is selected, the nurse will 
continue with the assessment. 
 
If ‘Unable to assess’ is selected, 
the nurse will be directed back to 
the health history. 
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Little interest or pleasure in doing 
things has the following 
responses: 
 
• 0-Not at all 
• 1-Several days 
• 2-More than half the days 
• 3-Nearly every day 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
guides the nurse: 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, how often 
have you been bothered by the 
following problems? 
 
 

 

Feeling down, depressed or 
hopeless has the following 
responses: 
 
• 0-Not at all 
• 1-Several days 
• 2-More than half the days 
• 3-Nearly every day 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
guides the nurse: 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, how often 
have you been bothered by the 
following problems? 
 
The Total (Initial Depression 
Screening) field captures the total 
as the nurse selects the 
responses. 
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If the score is 3 or more, the 
nurse must fill out the Depression 
Screening – PHQ9 on the 
following screen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If the score is less than 3, the 
Depression Screening is 
negative. 
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If the patient is not currently 
pregnant but has been pregnant 
within 60 days, the nurse is 
directed to the Recently Pregnant 
screen. 

 

Note: Once the “Total (Initial Depression Screening):” query has been 
documented, the end-user will NOT be prompted to repeat the 
depression screening again on this EDM patient even if the “Currently 
pregnant:” or “Pregnant within the last 60 days:” are documented via 
another access point. 

The nurse is then directed to the 
Peripartum Depression Screen. 
 
The Assess for depression field 
has the following responses: 
 
• Yes 
• Unable to assess 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
outlines guidance for the nurses: 
 
All pregnant or recently pregnant 
patients must be screened for 
depression. 
 
If ‘Yes’ is selected, the nurse will 
continue with the assessment. 
 
If ‘Unable to assess’ is selected, 
the nurse will be directed back to 
the health history. 
 
The workflow continues as noted 
above. 
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Currently pregnant has two 
responses: 
 
• Yes 
• No 
 
If ‘No’ is selected, the user will 
continue documenting. 

Gynecological/Vaginal Assessment Updates: Chief Complaint, Physical 
Findings and Non-Urgent General Focus 
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If ‘Yes’ is selected, the nurse is 
then directed to the Peripartum 
Depression Screen. 
 
The Assess for depression field is 
required and has the following 
responses: 
 
• Yes 
• Unable to assess 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
outlines guidance for the nurses: 
 
All pregnant or recently pregnant 
patients must be screened for 
depression. 
 
If ‘Yes’ is selected, the nurse will 
continue with the assessment. 
 
If ‘Unable to assess’ is selected, 
the nurse will be directed back to 
the final page of the 
Gynecological/Vaginal bleeding 
assessment. 
 

 

Little interest or pleasure in doing 
things has the following 
responses: 
 
• 0-Not at all 
• 1-Several days 
• 2-More than half the days 
• 3-Nearly every day 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
guides the nurse: 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, how often 
have you been bothered by the 
following problems? 
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Feeling down, depressed or 
hopeless has the following 
responses: 
 
• 0-Not at all 
• 1-Several days 
• 2-More than half the days 
• 3-Nearly every day 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
guides the nurse: 
 
Over the past 2 weeks, how often 
have you been bothered by the 
following problems? 
 
The Total (Initial Depression 
Screening) field captures the total 
as the nurse selects the 
responses. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the score is 3 or more, the 
nurse must fill out the Depression 
Screening – PHQ9 on the 
following screen. 
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If the score is less than 3, the 
Depression Screening is 
negative. 

 

If Pregnant within last 60 days is 
‘No’, the nurse will continue 
documenting the Chief Complaint 
assessment. 
 
If Pregnant within last 60 days is 
‘Yes’, the nurse will be directed to 
the Peripartum Depression 
screening. 
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The nurse is then directed to the 
Peripartum Depression Screen. 
 
The Assess for depression field 
has the following responses: 
 
• Yes 
• Unable to assess 
 
The Yellow Information Box 
outlines guidance for the nurses: 
 
All pregnant or recently pregnant 
patients must be screened for 
depression. 
 
If ‘Yes’ is selected, the nurse will 
continue with the assessment. 
 
If ‘Unable to assess’ is selected, 
the nurse will be directed back to 
the health history. 
 
The workflow continues as noted 
above. 
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